
 

MARCHÉS INTERNATIONAUX

DOSSIER SPÉCIAL : 
FAO / UNECE, DÉCLARATION  
DE MARCHÉS 2020-2021

…

Dans son dernier numéro, Commerce International du Bois vous a présenté un rapport sur les marchés 
internationaux des bois résineux, après avoir participé à la Conférence internationale des résineux 
(ISC) qui s’était tenue à Helsinki les 13 et 14 octobre 2021. Nous vous revenons cette fois, sur les travaux 
menés par le 79e Comité des forêts et de l’industrie forestière des Nations Unies (COFFI) qui s’est réuni 
à Rome du 22 novembre au 25 novembre 2021.
Commerce International du Bois vous propose un résumé de ces journées suivi d’un aperçu global des 
marchés et des politiques des produits forestiers dans les pays membres de l’UNECE avec un focus sur 
les principales tendances des marchés du bois : sciages résineux, sciages feuillus, panneaux et produits 
à forte valeur ajoutée. 

Lors de la 79e session du Comité des forêts et de l’industrie 
forestière de l’UNECE qui s’est tenu à Rome en novembre 
dernier, des experts et des représentants de 44 pays se 
sont réunis pour discuter du lien entre une les effets de la 
crise sanitaire, l’engouement pour les produits forestiers et 
l’enjeu climatique auquel nous faisons face. Les débats ont 
été axés sur les conclusions de la nouvelle revue annuelle 
du marché des produits forestiers 2020/2021.

Cliquez pour télécharger la nouvelle revue annuelle 
du marché des produits forestiers 2020/2021.

Dossier réalisé dans le cadre  
de l’Observatoire économique 
de France Bois Forêt
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QU’EST-CE QUE L’UNECE ?

La Commission économique des Nations unies pour l’Eu-
rope (CEE-ONU) (en anglais United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe, UNECE) a été créée en 1947 par 
l’ECOSOC. Elle est l’une des cinq commissions régionales 
des Nations unies.

L’objectif principal de l’UNECE est de promouvoir l’inté-
gration économique paneuropéenne. L’UNECE compte 
56 États membres en Europe, en Amérique du Nord et 
en Asie. Toutefois, tous les États membres des Nations 
Unies intéressés peuvent participer aux travaux de l’UNECE. Plus de 70 organisations professionnelles internationales et 
autres organisations non gouvernementales prennent part aux activités de l’UNECE.

En tant que plate-forme multilatérale, l’UNECE facilite une plus grande intégration et coopération économiques entre 
ses pays membres et promeut le développement durable et la prospérité économique. L’UNECE contribue à renforcer 
l’efficacité des Nations Unies par la mise en œuvre régionale des résultats des conférences et sommets mondiaux des 
Nations Unies. Elle met l’accent sur les mandats mondiaux des Nations Unies dans le domaine économique, en coopéra-
tion avec d’autres acteurs mondiaux et les principales parties prenantes, notamment le monde des affaires.

Le 13 avril 2017, le Secrétaire général a nommé Mme Olga Algayerova de  
Slovaquie au poste de Secrétaire exécutif de l’UNECE. Elle a pris ses fonctions 
le 1er juin 2017.	 Source https : //unece.org/mission

La pandémie de COVID-19 a fait peser une grande incerti-
tude sur les marchés des produits forestiers dans la région 
de l’UNECE en 2020 et la consommation a été soumise 
à des fluctuations rapides et extrêmes. Cependant, à la 
fin de l’année 2020, le secteur n’a connu qu’une légère 
contraction globale, ce qui s’est avéré être une bonne nou-
velle. Finalement, le marché des produits forestiers a été 
plus performant que d’autres segments économiques, cette 
tendance s’est poursuivie et renforcée en 2021.

Une autre évolution encourageante en 2020 a été la possibi-
lité pour les gens de mieux apprécier les espaces extérieurs. 
Avec le confinement généralisé dans la région de l’UNECE 
et la fermeture temporaire de nombreuses installations 
urbaines, les gens ont passé beaucoup plus de temps que 
d’habitude dans les forêts et les zones boisées voisines. 
Pour beaucoup d’entre eux, faire l’expérience de la nature 
et redécouvrir les forêts et leurs possibilités a été l’un des 
effets les plus positifs de la pandémie.

Les forêts sont à la fois une source de bien-être et un moyen 
de subsistance, et le secteur forestier continue de gérer et 
d’exploiter durablement ses ressources dans toute la région 
de l’UNECE. La plupart des opérations forestières dans la 
région trouvent un équilibre quotidien entre les exigences 
économiques, sociales et environnementales afin de garantir 
un maximum de bénéfices pour la société et un minimum 
d’impacts sur les écosystèmes forestiers. Ainsi, la région de 
l’UNECE est le leader mondial - et de loin - dans le domaine 
des forêts certifiées.

Un autre effet des mesures de confinement liées à la pandé-
mie : le bon dynamisme du secteur de la construction, tant 
en neuf qu’en rénovation. Nombreux sont ceux qui ont profité 
de l’occasion pour effectuer des travaux de bricolage et de 
réparation dans leur maison, y compris dans leur bureau. 
Le secteur de la construction a également enregistré de 

bons résultats. La demande de produits en bois s’est donc 
rapidement redressée après le premier trimestre de 2020, 
en particulier pour les produits en bois. Au premier trimestre 
2020, en particulier pour le bois de sciage et les panneaux de 
construction, la demande a été très nettement supérieure à 
l’offre. La trajectoire positive à la hausse s’est poursuivie en 
2021, avec une demande supérieure aux prévisions. Cette 
situation, conjuguée à l’épuisement des stocks et à la lenteur 
de l’offre, a entraîné une hausse des prix. La hausse des 
prix s’est toutefois arrêtée à la mi-2021.

Comme l’indique la présente édition de la Revue annuelle 
du marché des produits forestiers, des produits en bois 
innovants et tournés vers l’avenir sont en train d’émerger 
et de gagner du terrain dans la région, des fibres à base de 
bois pour les vêtements durables aux nouveaux matériaux 
de construction, tels que le bois lamellé-croisé. Néanmoins, 
le potentiel de ces produits reste à peine exploité.

La Revue évalue les mouvements extraordinaires des mar-
chés des produits forestiers en 2020 - la première année 
turbulente de la pandémie de COVID-19 et le premier 
semestre de 2021. Aujourd’hui, alors que le monde s’adapte 
à la pandémie et que les marchés et les débouchés des  
produits forestiers se stabilisent, l’opportunité existe de 
mettre davantage l’accent sur le secteur forestier comme 
moyen de reconstruire en mieux - et plus vert. L’examen 
fournit des informations importantes pour évaluer les progrès 
accomplis en vue de la réalisation de plusieurs des objectifs 
de développement durable des Nations unies, notamment 
les objectifs « la vie sur terre », « la consommation et la 
production responsables », l’« énergie propre et abordable » 
et l’« action climatique ».

Comme toujours, la revue internationale du bois vous propose 
un résumé de la revue annuelle des marchés qui a bénéficié des 
contributions d’un groupe d’experts et d’auteurs, qui ont com-
biné leurs propres informations et connaissances du marché.
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Vue d’ensemble et politiques économiques

La pandémie de COVID-19 a entraîné une forte contraction 
de l’activité économique dans toute la région de l’UNECE 
en 2020, avec toutefois des différences entre les pays en 
raison de la diversité des structures économiques et des 
réponses politiques. La production a fortement rebondi à 
la fin de 2020, et le commerce mondial de marchandises a 
augmenté pour dépasser les niveaux d’avant la pandémie.

Les perspectives économiques se sont considérablement 
éclaircies en 2021. La demande des consommateurs a for-
tement augmenté et les politiques fiscales et monétaires de 
soutien à l’activité économique ont amplifié ce phénomène 
dans la plupart des pays en 2021.

Principales devises utilisées pour le commerce des 
produits forestiers, indexées par rapport au dollar 
américain, janvier 2020 – avril 2021

Chapter 1 Economic overview and policies
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The US dollar weakened against the euro through 2020, 
strengthened in early 2021 and weakened again. These 
movements, which put an end to a two-year trend in which 
the US dollar generally strengthened against the euro, can 
be explained by narrowing interest-rate differentials arising 
from the United States’ expansive monetary policy and 
improved market sentiment about the euro area’s economic 
performance. The US dollar has also been weakening on 
a trade-weighted basis since the second quarter of 2020 
(graph 1.1).

The economic outlook has brightened considerably in the 
UNECE region in 2021, and rapid recovery and growth is 
expected. The gradual easing of restrictions in all sectors, 
paired with more social interaction and an improving 
outlook, is expected to release pent-up consumer demand. 
Fiscal and monetary policies to support economic activity 
are likely to continue for some time in most countries in 
the region. Concerns remain, however, including the slow 
pace of vaccination in some countries, which will limit the 
general elimination of restrictions and facilitate the spread of 
new COVID-19 variants. Moreover, as the economic recovery 
advances, exiting from ultra-loose fiscal and monetary policies 
could become challenging in terms of timing, the ability of 
some businesses to adapt to new conditions, and impacts on 
financial markets. Although the general economic outlook 
for the next few years is positive, the pandemic has exposed 

existing fragilities across the region, and recovery is expected 
to be uneven.

Construction in the UNECE region, 
with a focus on housing

Housing construction and sales as well as residential markets 
in the UNECE region varied at a frenetic pace in 2020. In the 
EU, construction activity plummeted in the first quarter due 
to lockdowns in many countries. Although activity bounced 
back strongly in the second quarter of 2020, it remained 
well below pre-pandemic levels, as of early 2021. In the 
Russian Federation, added-value in the construction sector 
was flat in 2020, recovering from midyear falls. In the United 
States, residential investment rose in 2020 after two years of 
contraction, with strong growth in the second half of the year 
offsetting earlier declines.

In 2020, housing prices generally performed better than 
economies in most countries in the UNECE region. In the 
EU, house-price increases were significant in many countries 
but unchanged in others. In the Russian Federation, growth 
in house prices, which gathered speed throughout the 
year, was facilitated by an expansion of housing loans. Price 
growth also accelerated in the United States in the second 
half of 2020, supported by eased access to finance.

Economic projections and house-price analysis provide 
insights into the housing construction, sales and remodelling 
markets and subsequently into wood product demand. 
The Bank of International Settlements (BIS) reported that 
residential house prices increased by 4.0% globally in 2020, 
year-on-year, by 10.7% in Canada, by 6.1% in the euro area, 
by 9.1% in the Russian Federation and by 7.8% in the United 
States. According to BIS, real residential prices (adjusted 
for inflation) are about 20% higher now than the average 
reported immediately after the global financial crisis in 2007-
2009 (BIS, 2021).

 � EUROPE
Residential output and remodelling construction were 
greatly constrained in the Euroconstruct region in 2020.2 
Construction volume decreased by 7.0% and remodelling 
was down by 2.9% (Euroconstruct, 2021). European housing 
markets improved in the first quarter of 2021, however, and 
housing investment is expected to show a positive trend to 
2023 (table 1.1).

2 The Euroconstruct region comprises 19 countries: Austria, Belgium, 
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

GRAPH 1.1

Major currencies used to trade forest products, indexed 
against the US dollar, January 2020-April 2021
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Note: A diminishing index value indicates a weakening of the currency 
value against the US dollar; an increasing index value indicates a 
strengthening of the currency value against the US dollar.

Source: IMF, 2021.

Note  : Une valeur d’indice décroissante indique un affaiblisse-
ment de la valeur de la monnaie par rapport au dollar améri-
cain ; une valeur d’indice croissante indique un renforcement 
de la valeur de la monnaie par rapport au dollar  américain. 
Source : FMI, 2021.

L’intérêt des investisseurs pour le secteur résidentiel a aug-
menté, une enquête menée dans la région d’Euroconstruct a 
révélé que 68 % des bâtiments réaffectés ont été convertis 
en logements en 2020. Les sous-secteurs de ce secteur 
sont considérés comme ayant une demande démographique 
solide, et l’immobilier résidentiel s’inscrit dans de nombreux 

plans environnementaux, sociaux et de gouvernance d’entre-
prise. Le nombre total de mises en chantier aux États-Unis 
a été estimé à 1,38 million en 2020, ce qui représente une 
augmentation de 6,9 % par rapport à 2019 et est supérieure 
à la moyenne historique de 1,01 million d’unités. Le total des 
mises en chantier au Canada a augmenté de 3,8 % en 2020, 
d’une année sur l’autre. Environ 57 % du total au Canada 
étaient des appartements. Le nouveau plan de reconstruction 
de l’Union européenne (UE) est ancré dans le Green Deal 
européen. De plus, les orientations des stratégies de l’UE 
en matière de biodiversité et de climat devraient à moyen et 
long terme augmenter la part des produits forestiers dans 
le marché de la construction.

Prévisions des dépenses de construction, région 
Euroconstruct, 2021-2023
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seen as having solid demographic demand, and residential 
real estate also fits within many environmental, social and 
corporate governance plans (PwC, 2020, 2021).

Building-permit forecasts for 2021-2023 in the Euroconstruct 
region indicate a reduction in applications – although 
nowhere near the low levels seen in 2009-2014 (when the 
annual average was 1,378,000). Forecasts of total housing 
starts and completions indicate a modest improvement 
through 2023 (graph 1.2) (Euroconstruct, 2021).

� EASTERN EUROPE, CAUCASUS AND
CENTRAL ASIA

The housing market in the EECCA is dominated by the Russian 
Federation and, to a lesser extent, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 
The available data indicate that the number of new dwellings 
constructed dropped significantly in the EECCA in 2020, as 
did total new floor space (table 1.2).

Russian Federation housing-price data indicate that 
aggregate prices there increased by 24.5% between the third 
quarter of 2018 and the fourth quarter of 2021 (FRED, 2021a). 
Moscow and St Petersburg recorded year-on-year increases 
of 22.4% and 22.1%, respectively (first-quarter 2020 to first-
quarter 2021) (Gerrity, 2021).

Lossan (2021) reported that the Russian Federation has 
approximately 3.8-4.0 billion m2 of residential floor space, with 

In the short term, supply and labour constraints are expected 
to limit housing construction and remodelling. Consumer 
survey data indicate that near-term plans to buy or build 
houses have attained their highest level since 2003, and 
the intention to remodel houses is at its highest on record 
(ECB, 2021). New residential building is a value driver 
in the Euroconstruct region, accounting for nearly 25% 
(€342 billion) of the construction market value in 2020, with 
residential remodelling comprising 26.9% of expenditure. 
New residential spending increased by 24.0% (€65.0 billion) 
between 2015 and 2020 (Euroconstruct, 2021).

Although housing construction estimates and forecasts 
are somewhat tempered, the interest of investors in the 
residential sector appears to have increased. A survey found 
that 68% of repurposed buildings in Europe were converted 
to residential in 2020. Investment capital is being directed to 
residential (real estate), or “beds and sheds”, with the sector 
holding six of the top ten places in Europe’s investment 
rankings. The residential subsectors include retirement and 
assisted living; affordable housing; rented residential; student 
accommodation; co-living; and serviced apartments. All 
are attracting significant interest from investors – they are 

TABLE 1.1

Construction spending forecast, Euroconstruct region, 
2021-2023

Note: In 2018 prices; e = estimate; f = forecast.

Source: Euroconstruct, 2021.

2021  2022  2023  2020- 
2021

2021- 
2022

2022- 
2023

MILLION (€) VARIATION (%) 

Résidentiel 
construction
neuf

353.5 363.6 369.3 5.4 2.8 1.6

Résidentiel 
rénovation

465.2 474.9 480.2 5.1 2.1 1.1

Non-résidentiel
construction 
neuf

271.7 281.3 289.4 0.7 3.5 2.9

Non-résidentiel
rénovation

240.1 247.3 252.8 2.5 3.0 2.3

Génie civil
construction 
neuf

211.1 221.1 228.6 4.8 4.8 3.4

Génie civil 
rénovation

160.4 164.3 168.8 2.5 2.5 2.7

Total 1,702.0 1,752.5 1,789.1 3.8 3.0 2.1

GRAPH 1.2

Building permits, starts and completions, Euroconstruct 
region, 2002-2023
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Note : Prix 2018 . 
Source : Euroconstruct, 2021.

Bien que l’industrie des produits forestiers dans les pays 
d’Europe orientale, du Caucase et d’Asie centrale (EOCAC) 
n’ait pas été l’un des secteurs les plus touchés au début 
de la pandémie, elle a subi des réductions importantes de 
la production, du commerce et de la consommation de bois.

Les secteurs du mobilier et des panneaux à base de bois 
ont connu les baisses les plus importantes au début de 
l’année 2020. Les fermetures de ports ont réduit de 32 % 
les exportations de produits à base de bois des États-Unis 
en 2020 par rapport à 2019, et les importations du pays 
ont chuté de 26 %. Les exportations de produits à base de 
bois en mars 2021 étaient toutefois, presque identiques 
à celles de mars 2020, et les importations ont augmenté 
d’environ 36 %.
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Consommation apparente de bois rond industriel, de bois de sciage, de panneaux à base de bois et de papier et carton, 
région de l’UNECE, 2016-2020 
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TABLE 1.3

Apparent consumption of industrial roundwood, sawnwood, wood-based panels, and paper and paperboard, UNECE 
region by subregion, 2016-2020

Note: Sawnwood does not include sleepers through 2016. Wood-based panels do not include veneer production.

Sources: FAOSTAT, 2021; UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

(1,000) 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Variation 
(volume/
poids)

2019-2020

Variation 
(%)

2019-
2020

Variation 
(%)

2016-
2020

Grumes

Europe m³ 410,172 409,358 440,141 431,209 420,245 -10,964 -2.5%  2.5% 

EOCAC m³ 194,721 198,419 226,336 213,290 211,911 -1,379 -0.6%  8.8% 

Amérique du Nord m³ 516,384 513,350 534,285 517,736 491,767 -25,969 -5.0% -4.8% 

Total m³ 1,121,277 1,121,127 1,200,762 1,162,236 1,123,923 -38,312 -3.3%  0.2% 

Sciages

Europe m³ 107,552 110,809 113,159 110,628 109,523 -1,105 -1.0% 1.8% 

EOCAC m³ 16,689 17,792 16,746 17,933 16,777 -1,156 -6.4% 0.5% 

Amérique du Nord m³ 117,570 118,392 120,097 117,076 114,726 -2,350 -2.0% -2.4% 

Total m³ 241,811 246,992 250,001 245,637 241,026 -4,611 -1.9% -0.3% 

Panneaux en bois

Europe m³ 71,704 74,210 75,854 74,961 71,528 -3,432 -4.6% -0.2% 

EOCAC m³ 16,687 18,351 21,204 19,364 18,204 -1,160 -6.0% 9.1% 

Amérique du Nord m³ 54,270 56,603 54,771 55,249 53,421 -1,827 -3.3% -1.6% 

Total m³ 142,662 149,165 151,829 149,573 143,154 -6,420 -4.3% 0.3% 

Papier

Europe tonnes 88,407 89,959 89,555 86,296 82,741 -3,554 -4.1% -6.4% 

EOCAC tonnes 9,561 9,507 10,007 10,103 9,998 -105 -1.0% 4.6% 

Amérique du Nord tonnes 75,602 75,037 74,055 71,520 68,587 -2,933 -4.1% -9.3% 

Total tonnes 173,571 174,503 173,617 167,919 161,326 -6,593 -3.9% -7.1% 

Note : Le bois de sciage n’inclut pas les traverses jusqu’en 2016. Les panneaux à base de bois n’incluent pas la production de placage.  
Source : FAOSTAT, 2021 ; base de données CEE/FAO, 2021

La superficie des forêts certifiées dans le monde a augmenté 
de 0,8 % (3,5 millions d’hectares) entre mi-2019 et mi-2020. 
Les deux principaux systèmes ont fait état d’un total combiné 
de 530 millions d’hectares de forêts certifiées, soit 435,5 
millions d’hectares après comptabilisation de la double  
certification (c’est-à-dire les zones forestières certifiées par 
les deux systèmes).

FSC et PEFC aire des forêts certifiées, 2013-2020
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classification systems. More universal or mutually recognized 
international classification systems could aid in quantifying 
the available material more accurately and support improved 
recovery to meet circular-economy objectives. In March 2021, 
the UNECE and FAO published a draft catalogue of wood 
waste classifications in the UNECE region that takes stock of 
existing classifications; it could support the development of 
a practical tool for facilitating wood waste trade in the region 
(UNECE/FAO, 2021b).

Summary of regional and subregional 
markets

The overall consumption of primary forest products declined 
modestly in all general categories in the UNECE region 
in 2020: by 3.3% for industrial roundwood; by 1.9% for 
sawnwood; by 4.3% for wood-based panels; and by 3.9% for 
paper and paperboard (table 1.3). 

GRAPH 1.4

FSC- and PEFC-certified forest area, 2013-2020
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sum of the area certified solely by the FSC, the area certified solely by the 
PEFC, and the area of double-certified forest. FSC = Forest Stewardship 
Council; PEFC = Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification.

Sources: FSC, 2020; PEFC, 2020, 2021a; UNECE/FAO, 2020.

Sources : FSC, 2020 ; PEFC, 2020, 2021a ; UNECE/FAO, 2020.

En 2020, la politique du secteur forestier était axée sur le 
changement climatique et l’économie circulaire en Europe, 
l’utilisation accrue du bois pour la construction dans les 
pays de l’EOCAC et le commerce des produits forestiers en 
Amérique du Nord.

Le sentiment d’urgence concernant la nécessité de lutter 
contre le changement climatique est encore évident dans de 
nombreuses politiques nationales et dans les engagements 
du secteur privé. En avril 2020, 45 juridictions nationales 
dans le monde ont mis en place des initiatives de tarifica-
tion du carbone, soit par le biais de taxes sur les combus-
tibles fossiles, soit par des programmes de plafonnement 
et d’échange. En juin 2020, 237 entreprises de 44 pays, 
représentant une capitalisation boursière de plus de 3 600 
milliards de dollars, se sont engagées à atteindre des objec-
tifs ambitieux de réduction des émissions.
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Marché des bois ronds

La récolte totale de bois dans la région de l’UNECE a diminué 
de 3,4 % en 2020, pour atteindre 1,40 milliard de m3, dont 
82 % de bois rond industriel et 18 % de bois de chauffage. 
La baisse la plus importante par rapport à 2019 a été enre-
gistrée en Amérique du Nord, tandis que le changement a 
été minime dans les pays de l’EOCAC.

La consommation de bois rond industriel dans la région de 
l’UNECE a diminué en 2020 pour la deuxième année consé-
cutive, pour atteindre 1,12 milliard de m3. La consommation 
de bois rond industriel non-conifère a diminué de 10 %, pour 
atteindre 229 millions de m3, le niveau le plus bas depuis 
2009. La réduction de l’utilisation de bois rond industriel de 
conifères a été plus modeste, avec seulement -1,3 %, pour 
un total de 895 millions de m3.

La région de la CEE-ONU est un exportateur majeur de bois 
rond industriel, et elle représentait 78 % du bois rond indus-
triel résineux et 58 % du bois rond industriel non résineux 
commercialisé dans le monde en 2020. Les exportations 
ont atteint 93 millions de m3, le niveau le plus élevé depuis 
13 ans. La tendance des exportations au cours des cinq 
dernières années a été à la hausse pour l’Europe (+53 %) et 
à la baisse pour les pays de l’EOCAC (-33 %) et l’Amérique 
du Nord (34 %). Les principaux exportateurs de bois rond 
industriel dans la région de la région de l’UNECE sont la 
République tchèque, la Fédération de Russie, l’Allemagne, 
les États-Unis, le Canada, la Belgique, Pologne et Norvège 
(par ordre décroissant, en volume).

Les récoltes européennes de bois rond industriel ont diminué 
de 2 % en 2020, pour atteindre 426 millions de m3, après 
huit années consécutives d’augmentation. Les baisses les 
plus importantes en 2020 ont été enregistrées en Finlande, 
en Italie, en Pologne, en Autriche et en Slovaquie (par ordre 
décroissant, en volume), l’Autriche et la Slovaquie (par ordre 
décroissant, en volume), principalement en raison de l’aug-
mentation des importations de grumes en provenance de 
pays voisins disposant d’amples réserves de bois endom-
magé par les insectes et les tempêtes.

La vigueur des marchés du bois de sciage en Europe et en 
Amérique du Nord a entraîné une hausse des prix des grumes 
de sciage en 2020 et au début de 2021, les hausses les 
plus importantes ayant été enregistrées en Europe centrale 
et orientale, dans l’ouest du Canada et dans l’ouest des 
États-Unis. En juillet et août 2021, cependant, les prix du bois 
d’œuvre se sont effondrés aux États-Unis et, en l’absence 
de réductions importantes du coût du bois de sciage, les 
prix ont augmenté.

Les exportations totales de bois rond industriel de la Fédéra-
tion de Russie ont légèrement augmenté en 2020, inversant 
une tendance à la baisse qui avait duré plus de dix ans. Le 
volume des exportations de bois rond industriel non rési-
neux a augmenté de manière constante, pour atteindre 8,1 
millions de m3 en 2020, soit une augmentation de 80 % par 
rapport à 2010. Les augmentations les plus significatives des 
exportations de bois rond concernent de sciage de bois non 
résineux vers la Chine et de bois de pulpe vers la Finlande.

La récoltes de bois rond industriel aux États-Unis s’est élevée 
à 370 millions de m3 en 2020, le volume le plus bas en six 
ans, tandis que les prélèvements au Canada ont atteint 130 
millions de m3, soit le plus bas niveau en 11 ans. La baisse 
des récoltes de bois a été principalement due à l’impact 
de la pandémie de COVID-19, qui a interrompu les chaînes 
d’approvisionnement en grumes.

La Chine, premier importateur mondial de grumes, dépend 
depuis longtemps de la Fédération de Russie pour un volume 
important de matière première destinée à son industrie du 
bois. Cette relation pourrait toutefois changer en 2022, si la 
Fédération de Russie met en œuvre son projet d’interdiction 
des exportations de grumes. Cette interdiction pourrait avoir 
des répercussions considérables sur le commerce mondial, 
la Chine étant susceptible de s’approvisionner davantage 
en grumes de sciage en Europe, en Amérique du Nord et 
en Océanie.
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China’s shift from importing wood raw material to importing 
manufactured products would continue but, instead, the 
decline in sawnwood imports in 2020 was the biggest on 
record. All the major sawnwood-supplying countries except 
Germany, Sweden and Ukraine reduced their sales to China in 
2020. Exports from the Russian Federation to China declined 
by 26% for industrial roundwood and by 15% for sawnwood 
(Wood Resources International, 2021).

The Russian Federation has been a significant industrial 
roundwood supplier to China in past decades. The relationship 
could change in 2022, however, if the Russian Federation 
implements its proposed ban on exports of coniferous 
industrial roundwood and valuable non-coniferous industrial 
roundwood while also introducing export taxes on green 
(undried) sawnwood.

China’s log sourcing has shifted from Russian and North 
American to European suppliers in the last few years as insect- 
and storm-damaged timber in central Europe has been in 
temporary abundance. Softwood log imports from Europe 
increased from 1.3  million m3 in 2018 to 12.3  million  m3 
in 2020, including 8.5 million m3 from Germany and 
2.8  million  m3 from the Czech Republic; Russian-supplied 

Note: * 2019 data; UNECE region countries are not included.

Sources: FAOSTAT, 2021; UN Comtrade, 2021.

TABLE 2.3

Top ten extraregional industrial roundwood importers, 
2020

Résineux Non-
résineux Total

1,000 m3 1,000 m3 1,000 m3 $ million

Chine 46,940 13,293 60,233 8,462

République 
de Corée 3,100 147 3,247 369

Inde 1,130 1,547 2,677 588

Viêt Nam* 174 2,450 2,624 722

Japon 2,070 117 2,187 541

Indonésie* 1 791 792 55

Egypte* 221 55 276 48

Malaisie* 2 149 150 22

Pakistan* 56 158 214 42

Emirats 
Arabes Unis 121 26 147 19

softwood log imports fell from 7.8 million m3 to 4.2 million m3 
over the same period.

It is highly unlikely that the large exports from Europe will be 
economically viable in the long term. According to the study, 
“Russian Log Export Ban in 2022 – Implications for the Global 
Forest Industry” (Wood Resources International and O’Kelly 
Acumen, 2021), China is expected to source more sawlogs 
from Europe, North America and Oceania in the short term. 
In the longer term, the study anticipates that China will 
continue shifting its imports from unprocessed raw material 
to semifinished products from a range of countries, including 
the Russian Federation.

UNECE subregional data summary and 
forecast

Table 2.4 summarizes data on industrial roundwood 
production, consumption, trade and declared value of cross-
border trade. Additional information and the complete forest 
products database are available at www.unece.org/forests/
fpamr2021-annex.

Initial data supplied by UNECE member States (all figures are 
year-on-year) indicate that removals of industrial roundwood 
will increase in the UNECE region by 1.2% in 2021 and 
decrease by 0.6% in 2022. Subregionally, the forecast is 
for European removals to increase by 0.9% in 2021 and to 
decrease by 0.8% in 2022; EECCA removals to increase by 
1.6% in 2021 and shrink by 3.1% in 2022; and North American 
removals to increase by 1.2% in 2021 and by 0.6% in 2022.

Note : * 2019 data ; Pays de l’UNECE non inclus.

Sources : FAOSTAT, 2021 ; UN Comtrade, 2021.
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exported to Japan – the United States’ third-largest market – 
has been relatively stable.

Canadian industrial roundwood exports declined to all its key 
markets – China, Japan and the United States (in descending 
order, by volume) – in 2020, continuing a downward trend 
that started in 2017. For example, Canada’s coniferous 
industrial roundwood exports in 2020 were almost 60% lower 
than in 2016, and net exports have fallen in the last five years 
from nearly 4 million m3 to below 1 million m3.

Extraregional influences on the UNECE

Eight of the top ten industrial-roundwood-exporting 
countries worldwide are in the UNECE region (table 2.2).

A large proportion of globally traded industrial roundwood 
is destined for one market, China, which imported a record 
60.2 million m3 of industrial roundwood in 2020, of which 
46.9 million m3 was coniferous. Table 2.3 shows the top ten 
extraregional industrial roundwood importers in 2020; China 
imported almost five times more industrial roundwood 
(by volume) than the other nine countries in the top ten 
combined.

China’s imports of sawn softwood fell by 11% in 2020, and 
the country’s total imports of industrial roundwood and 
sawnwood (in roundwood equivalent) declined in 2020 
for the first time in five years. It has been anticipated that 

Sources: FAOSTAT, 2021; UN Comtrade, 2021; UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

TABLE 2.2

Top ten industrial roundwood exporters worldwide, 
2020

Résineux Non- 
résineux Total

1,000 m3 1,000 m3 1,000 m3 $ million

Nouvelle-Zélande 20,269 35 20,303 2,011

République 
Tchèque 17,898 265 18,163 893

Fédération 
Russe 8,200 8,076 16,276 1,022

Allemagne 11,493 1,008 12,501 950

États-Unis 5,609 1,746 7,355 1,523

Canada 5,525 446 5,971 349

Australie 3,422 687 4,110 392

Belgique 1,936 1,801 3,737 282

Pologne 3,198 369 3,568 291

Norvège 3,352 208 3,560 214

Sources  : FAOSTAT, 2021 ; UN Comtrade, 2021 ; UNECE/FAO 
database, 2021.

Marché des sciages 

Le COVID-19 a été un catalyseur inattendu de l’augmentation 
de la demande de produits du bois, d’abord aux États-Unis à 
la mi-2020, puis dans d’autres pays du monde. La demande 
a encore augmenté en 2021.

Les sciages résineux

Les trois sous-régions de l’UNECE ont enregistré des résul-
tats mitigés en matière de consommation de bois résineux 
sciés en 2020 en raison de la pandémie, avec des baisses 
en Europe (-0,4 %) et dans l’EOCAC (-5,1 %) et un gain en 
Amérique du Nord (+3,5 %). La production de bois résineux 
scié a également varié, augmentant en Europe (+1,6 %) et 

en Amérique du Nord (+0,8 %), mais diminuant dans les 
pays de l’EOCAC (-5,0 %).

En Europe, en raison de la baisse de la demande intérieure 
et de la hausse de la production, les exportations de bois 
résineux sciés ont augmenté en volume (+ 3,9 %) en 2020, 
pour atteindre 58,9 millions de m3, l’offre abondante de bois 
endommagé par le scolyte permettant aux pays d’Europe 
centrale d’accroître leur production et leurs exportations. Les 
prix moyens à l’exportation n’ont que légèrement augmenté 
dans l’ensemble (+0,8 %) en 2020, mais ont augmenté 
rapidement au cours du second semestre. …
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Europe

� SAWN SOFTWOOD

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the production of 
sawn softwood increased by 1.6% in Europe in 2020, to 
114  million  m3 (graph 3.1). Production especially increased 
in the second half of the year after some mills curtailed 
production in the early months of the pandemic and reduced 
inventories.

Production volumes varied within the subregion, with most 
of the increase in 2020 contributed by Germany, where 
production was up by nearly 2 million m3, partly because of 
a surplus of salvage logs arising from damage caused by the 
spruce bark beetle. Production increases were also reported 
in other central European countries with spruce-bark-beetle 
outbreaks, such as Austria and the Czech Republic. On the 
other hand, production was down by 0.7% in Sweden and by 
4.2% in Finland, the latter due mainly to mill labour disputes.

European net apparent consumption of sawn softwood 
declined marginally (by 0.4%) in 2020, to 95.9  million m3. 
Demand was relatively strong despite the pandemic: the 
construction market did not suffer much from the lockdowns, 
and the do-it-yourself sector was strong as people stayed 
home and focused more than usual on home improvements. 
With sawmill inventories depleted in 2020, it is likely that 
actual consumption increased in many countries during the 

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

GRAPH 3.1

Europe: Sawn softwood production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020
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year. Among the big importers, Italy clearly suffered from the 
pandemic, with apparent consumption down by 30%; on the 
other hand, consumption rose by 1.6% in the United Kingdom. 
There were large variations among countries in the extent of 
change in apparent consumption in 2020 (graph  3.2). The 
pandemic has caused a severe imbalance between supply 
and demand, which is still visible in the European and global 
markets in 2021.

GRAPH 3.2

Europe: Change in sawn softwood consumption,  
by country, 2019-2020
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Note: Countries with unchanged apparent consumption are not shown.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

L’EOCAC a produit 47,3 millions de m3 de sciages résineux 
en 2020. Les exportations de bois résineux sciés de la 
sous-région ont diminué de 4,4 %, à 36,8 millions de m3 ; 
la Fédération de Russie a exporté 29,8 millions de m3 de 
ce produit en 2020.

EOCAC : production, commerce et consommation de bois 
résineux sciés, 2016-2020
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Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia

� SAWN SOFTWOOD

The EECCA subregion produced 47.3 million m3 of sawn 
softwood in 2020, a drop of 5.0% over 2019 (graph 3.5). 
Production declined by 5.7% in the Russian Federation, to 
38.9 million m3. Apparent sawn softwood consumption 
decreased in the EECCA by 5.1% in 2020, to 15.1 million m3, 
and exports dropped by 4.4%, to 36.8 million m3. Export unit 
prices for sawn softwood were stable in 2020, at $133 per m3 
(graph 3.7).

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: FAOSTAT, 2021.

GRAPH 3.5

EECCA: Sawn softwood production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020
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Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: FAOSTAT, 2021.

GRAPH 3.6

EECCA: Sawn hardwood production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020
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Russian sawn softwood producers successfully handled the 
restrictions imposed by measures to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19, such as a lockdown by the Russian government 
in the second quarter of 2020. Large sawmills did not stop 
production completely but reduced volumes slightly over the 
year. Transport restrictions and an increase in container rates 
further reduced shipments of sawn timber from the Russian 
Federation, with exports falling by 5.2%, to 29.8  million  m3 

(WhatWood, 2021b, c). 

The volume of Russian sawn softwood sales to non-EECCA 
countries decreased strongly (by 9%) in 2020, to 23.8 million, 
while exports to countries in the subregion increased by 
16%, to 6.0 million m3. Key export markets in 2020 were China 
(18.1  million  m3, down by 12%), Uzbekistan (2.7  million m3, 
up by 9%), Azerbaijan (1  million  m3, up by 7%) and Egypt 
(0.96 million m3, down by 16%) (WhatWood, 2021d).

� SAWN HARDWOOD

Sawn hardwood production and consumption in the 
EECCA contracted by 15.9% (to 3.6 million m3) and 17.0% (to 
1.7 million m3), respectively, in 2020. Sawn hardwood exports 
from the EECCA amounted to 2.0 million m3 (down by 15.3% 
compared with 2019) (graph 3.6), even though unit values 
for exported sawn hardwood dropped by 4.5% (graph 3.7). 
The Russian Federation exported 1.5  million  m3 of sawn 
hardwood in 2020 (down by 18.2%).

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : FAOSTAT, 2021.

L’Amérique du Nord a produit 101,6 millions de m3 de bois 
résineux sciés en 2020. Les exportations ont sensiblement 
diminué (de 5,2 %), pour atteindre 28,2 millions de m3, 
avec des baisses au Canada (4,3 %, -1,2 million de m3) 
et aux États-Unis (-15,2 %, -350 000 m3). Les importations 
nord-américaines ont augmenté de 4,3 %, pour atteindre 
26,3 millions de m3. Les prix du bois d’œuvre ont enregistré 
des sommets historiques en mai 2021.

Amérique du Nord : production, commerce et 
consommation de bois résineux sciés, 2016-2020
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Department of Commerce, it will rise to over 18% at the 
end of the year (Global Affairs Canada, 2021). With high 
sawnwood prices, there is less urgency for either country 
to negotiate a new agreement. However, pressure from 
the National Association of Home Builders and other lobby 
groups suggests that the import duties are only raising the 
cost of lumber in a supply shortage, and this is being passed 
on entirely to consumers.

The net apparent consumption of sawn softwood in North 
America increased by 3.5% in 2020, to 99.7 million m3, while 
the export volume dropped by 5.2% (graph 3.9). Canada 
recorded a drop in offshore exports of 28.7% in 2020 but 
managed a small gain of 0.2% to the United States; China and 
Japan represent 80% of Canada’s offshore exports. United 
States exports declined by 15.2% due to strong domestic 
prices.

North American imports of sawn softwood increased by 
4.3% in 2020 as strong domestic prices favoured imports and 
discouraged exports. United States imports grew by 4.5%, 
with large gains for European product; nevertheless, Canada 
still dominated supply.

Declared unit prices for Canadian and United States sawn 
softwood exports and imports declined in the first half of 
2020 and soared in the second half of the year. Consequently, 
prices remained essentially unchanged in 2020 compared 
with 2019 (graph 3.10).

GRAPH 3.9

North America: Sawn softwood production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020
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Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

� SAWN HARDWOOD

North American sawn hardwood production decreased by 
5.79 million m3 (24.7%) in 2020, while apparent consumption 
declined by 5.68 million m3 (27.6%) (graph 3.11). These 
changes coincided with drops of 0.19 million m3 (13.5%) in 
imports and 0.30  million  m3 (7.0%) in exports. The declines 
were associated with lower prices for higher-quality 
hardwood sawn products used in appearance applications 
(e.g. cabinets, furniture, millwork and flooring), as well as in 
industrial applications (pallets and sleepers) and exported 
sawn products.

Apparent sawn hardwood consumption declined in the 
United States and Canada in 2020. Apparent United States 
consumption of sawn hardwood was down for both industrial 
and appearance applications. Reactions by market actors 
to the pandemic caused a reduction in appearance-based 
demand as well as product manufacturing in the second and 
third quarters of 2020. Although housing starts realized large 
increases in the second half of 2020, there can be a time lag 
between initial home construction and the installation of 
hardwood flooring and cabinets. A large proportion of the 
projected increase in apparent consumption in the United 
States market in 2021 is associated with anticipated increases 
in kitchen-cabinet and flooring demand.

The decline in sawn hardwood consumption by industrial 
users in both pallet and sleeper production was also 
influenced by lower demand by industrial consumers. This 
had a negative impact on producers at the beginning of 
the COVID-19 outbreak and affected United States industrial 

GRAPH 3.10

North America: Traded sawnwood unit value, 2016-2020
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Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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The index shows a significant decline in price for 1C lumber 
and pallet cants through 2020 and then a sharp increase 
in the first half of 2021 as both domestic and international 
markets rebounded after the pandemic-influenced decline. 
Pandemic-related production and supply-chain disruptions 
also affected supply.

Extraregional influences on the UNECE

China remains a powerhouse in the global sawnwood trade, 
importing considerably more sawnwood in 2020 than the 
next top nine extraregional importers combined (table 3.1). 
United States exports of sawn hardwood to China dropped 
by 786,000 m3 (39%) in 2020 but increased to Viet Nam by 
16,000 m3 (3%) (ITTO, 2021a).

Globally, eight of the top ten sawnwood exporters in 2020 
were in the UNECE region, with Chile and Thailand the only 
countries outside the region in the top ten (table 3.2).

Asia is the main driver of the world’s tropical sawnwood trade, 
accounting for 86% of imports and 61% of exports by volume. 
China and to a lesser extent Viet Nam, India and Thailand are 
the major importers and Thailand and Malaysia are the major 
exporters. African suppliers – particularly Cameroon and 
Gabon – are also important in the tropical sawnwood trade, 
and Brazil has emerged recently as a major exporter.

GRAPH 3.12

Price indices for sawn hardwood products in the United 
States, first-half 2004 to first-half 2021
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Sources: Luppold and Bumgardner, 2016; Hardwood Market Report, 
2021.

TABLE 3.1

Top ten extraregional sawnwood importers, 2020

Note: * 2019 data; UNECE region countries are not included.

Sources: UN Comtrade, 2021; FAOSTAT, 2021.

Résineux Non- 
résineux Total

1,000 m3 1,000 m3 1,000 m3 $ million

Chine 26,078 9,071 33,867 7,645

Japon 4,888 195 5,083 1,728

Mexique 2,679 252 2,931 466

Egypte 2,378 297 2,675 737

Viêt Nam* 777 1,880 2,657 1,439

République 
de Corée 1,825 213 2,037 576

Arabie Saoudite* 1,822 58 1,880 403

Algérie* 1,563 52 1,616 324

Maroc* 918 78 997 281

Inde 610 280 890 356

TABLE 3.2

Top ten sawnwood exporters globally, 2020

Note: * 2019 data.

Sources: UN Comtrade, 2021; FAOSTAT, 2021; UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

Résineux Non- 
résineux Total

1,000 m3 1,000 m3 1,000 m3 $ million

Fédération 
Russe 29,833 1,544 31,377 4,227

Canada 26,243 495 26,738 7,742

Suède 13,976 37 14,013 3,370

Allemagne 9,618 688 10,306 2,550

Finlande 8,198 20 8,218 1,775

Autriche 5,939 140 6,079 1,426

États-Unis 1,959 3,511 5,470 2,721

Biélorussie 3,937 159 4,096 503

Thaïlande* - 3,924 3,924 1,048

Chili* 3,663 13 3,676 817

Note : * données 2019. 
Sources : UN Comtrade, 2021 ; FAOSTAT, 2021 ; UNECE/FAO 
database, 2021.

Les sciages de feuillus

La consommation et la production de bois durs sciés dans 
la région de l’UNECE ont été durement touchées par la pan-
démie en 2020. La consommation apparente a diminué 
dans l’ensemble de la région de 18,3 % et de 4,8 % en 
Europe, de 17,0 % dans les pays de l’EOCAC et de 27,7 % 
en Amérique du Nord. …
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GRAPH 3.11

North America: Sawn hardwood production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020
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Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

output both at that time and during the recovery towards the 
end of 2020 (Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, 2020). Wood 
consumption in United States sleeper production in 2020 
continued a decline that began in 2017 (Hardwood Market 
Report, 2021).

United States imports of temperate sawn hardwood dropped 
by 11.2% in 2020 because of a continued reduction in 
interregional trade between the United States and Canada. 
Imports of tropical sawn hardwood into the United States 
were down by more than 34.1%, with both the United States 
and Canada experiencing large declines.

Although North American imports of sawn hardwood 
declined in 2020 to levels last seen in 2012, United States 
imports of ipé (Handroanthus lapacho) increased in both 
volume and value between 2019 and 2020. In volume terms, 
ipé displaced balsa as the most important tropical timber 
import. It accounted for 37% of United States tropical imports 
by value in 2020 and 20% of total sawn hardwood imports.

The decline in North American exports of sawn hardwood in 
2020 was the result of decreased United States and Canadian 
production and shipments (USDA, 2021; Statistics Canada, 
2021a). The largest decline in United States trade was a 
19.1% reduction in exports to Canada, while United States 
exports to Viet Nam and China increased by 2.1% and 1.4%, 
respectively. The decline in United States exports to Canada 
and an increase in United States exports to Viet Nam meant 
that Viet Nam was the second-largest market for United 
States sawn hardwoods in 2020 behind China. The value of 
Canadian exports to China declined by over 30%.

The price of sawn hardwoods used in appearance applications 
is reflected in the movement of the aggregate (multi-species) 
price index of mid-grade or Number 1 Common (1C) boards 
shown in graph 3.12. The index was developed from the 
Hardwood Market Report for the central United States, 
deflated by the United States producer price index (US BLS, 
2021b).

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

La production de bois feuillus sciés a baissé de 2,9 % en 
Europe en 2020, à 13,5 millions de m3, et de 15,9 % dans 
l’EOCAC, à 3,64 millions de m3. C’est en Amérique du Nord 
que la production a le plus diminué, chutant de 24,7 % pour 
atteindre 17,7 millions de m3. La baisse globale dans la 
région de l’UNECE a été de 16,5 %.

La Chine a continué à dominer les importations de sciages 
tempérés et tropicaux en 2020, avec un volume total de 33,9 
millions de m3 (d’une valeur de 7,6 milliards de dollars). Les 
pays de la région de l’UNECE ont dominé les exportations 
mondiales de bois de sciage en 2020, avec en tête le Canada 
et la Fédération de Russie.

Marché des panneaux

Le secteur des panneaux à base de bois dans la région de 
l’UNECE a poursuivi son déclin en 2020. La production de 
panneaux a diminué de 3,3 % et la consommation apparente 
a diminué de 4,3 %, principalement en raison de l’impact de 
la pandémie de COVID-19 sur les économies de la région. La 
consommation de panneaux structurels a diminué de 2,2 %, 
tandis que la consommation de panneaux non structurels 
a baissé de 5,6 %.

La production totale de panneaux à base de bois en Europe 
a enregistré une meilleure performance (3,1 %) que le PIB 
réel de l’UE27 (-6,1 %) en 2020, grâce à un secteur de la 
construction relativement stable et à une forte reprise de la 
production de meubles dans la seconde moitié de l’année. 
La hausse de la production de panneaux OSB (+3,5 %) a 
partiellement compensé la baisse de la production d’autres 
types de panneaux. Les perspectives pour 2021 sont opti-
mistes, avec une croissance de 5,8 % prévue en Europe 
pour la production de panneaux à base de bois, grâce au 
soutien politique en faveur d’une utilisation accrue du bois 
dans la construction, concrétisé par des initiatives telles 
que le Green Deal européen, la vague de rénovation et le 
nouveau Bauhaus européen. …

Europe : production, commerce et consommation de 
panneaux structurels, 2016-2020
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Europe

Total wood-based panels production decreased by 3.1% in 
Europe in 2020, to 71.6 million m3, which was still a much 
better performance than the 6.1% contraction of real GDP in 
the EU27 in 2020. A relatively resilient construction output and 
a strong recovery in furniture production in the second half 
of 2020 supported demand for wood-based panels in 2020. 
Strong growth in the production of oriented strandboard 
(OSB) (+3.5%) and softboard (+5.7%) as a subcategory of 
fibreboard (+1.9%) partly offset declines in the output of 
other panel types.

The furniture industry remained the largest end-user of 
wood-based panels in the European subregion in 2020, 
despite contractions in furniture production and construction 
output (see chapters 1 and 7). Forty-seven percent of overall 
wood-based panels production in Europe went to the 
furniture sector in 2020 (compared with 49% in 2019). The 
building industry, including doors and flooring applications, 
accounted for 38% of overall production. The remaining 
demand for wood-based panels went to packaging (4%) and 
other applications, such as moulding and do-it-yourself (11%) 
(EPF, 2021).

The construction industry in Europe was less affected than 
the furniture end-use sectors during the pandemic crisis, 
enabling the structural panels market there to grow slightly 
(by 1.4%), in contrast to a decline of 2.8% for non-structural 
panels (EPF, 2021). Graph 4.1 summarizes structural panels 

production, trade and consumption between 2016 and 2020, 
and graph 4.2 presents data for non-structural panels.

The outlook for the European wood-based panels industry 
in 2021 appears favourable thanks to political support (as 
outlined in chapter 1) for increasing the use of wood in 
construction (e.g. via the European Green Deal, the European 
Renovation Wave and the New European Bauhaus). At the 
same time, household furniture is benefiting from strong 
demand as people shift increasingly to home-working in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The European Panel Federation (EPF) forecasts that wood-
based panels production in the subregion will rise by 5.8% 
in 2021, the highest rate in the last ten years. Unit values 
increased for both imports and exports of non-structural 
panels in 2020 but decreased for structural panels (graph 4.3).
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GRAPH 4.1

Europe: Structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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GRAPH 4.2

Europe: Non-structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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Europe

Total wood-based panels production decreased by 3.1% in 
Europe in 2020, to 71.6 million m3, which was still a much 
better performance than the 6.1% contraction of real GDP in 
the EU27 in 2020. A relatively resilient construction output and 
a strong recovery in furniture production in the second half 
of 2020 supported demand for wood-based panels in 2020. 
Strong growth in the production of oriented strandboard 
(OSB) (+3.5%) and softboard (+5.7%) as a subcategory of 
fibreboard (+1.9%) partly offset declines in the output of 
other panel types.

The furniture industry remained the largest end-user of 
wood-based panels in the European subregion in 2020, 
despite contractions in furniture production and construction 
output (see chapters 1 and 7). Forty-seven percent of overall 
wood-based panels production in Europe went to the 
furniture sector in 2020 (compared with 49% in 2019). The 
building industry, including doors and flooring applications, 
accounted for 38% of overall production. The remaining 
demand for wood-based panels went to packaging (4%) and 
other applications, such as moulding and do-it-yourself (11%) 
(EPF, 2021).

The construction industry in Europe was less affected than 
the furniture end-use sectors during the pandemic crisis, 
enabling the structural panels market there to grow slightly 
(by 1.4%), in contrast to a decline of 2.8% for non-structural 
panels (EPF, 2021). Graph 4.1 summarizes structural panels 

production, trade and consumption between 2016 and 2020, 
and graph 4.2 presents data for non-structural panels.

The outlook for the European wood-based panels industry 
in 2021 appears favourable thanks to political support (as 
outlined in chapter 1) for increasing the use of wood in 
construction (e.g. via the European Green Deal, the European 
Renovation Wave and the New European Bauhaus). At the 
same time, household furniture is benefiting from strong 
demand as people shift increasingly to home-working in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The European Panel Federation (EPF) forecasts that wood-
based panels production in the subregion will rise by 5.8% 
in 2021, the highest rate in the last ten years. Unit values 
increased for both imports and exports of non-structural 
panels in 2020 but decreased for structural panels (graph 4.3).
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GRAPH 4.1

Europe: Structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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GRAPH 4.2

Europe: Non-structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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La consommation apparente de panneaux à base de bois 
a diminué de 6,7 % dans l’EOCAC en 2020, pour atteindre 
19 millions de m3, et la production a diminué de 3,4 %, pour 
atteindre 23,4 millions de m3. La production de panneaux à 
base de bois a diminué de 1 % dans la Fédération de Russie, 
à 17,4 millions de m3.

EOCAC : production, commerce et consommation de 
panneaux structurels, 2016-2020
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Europe: Traded wood-based panels unit values,  
2016-2020

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia

The wood-based panels sector was one of the less-affected 
industries in the EECCA in 2020. Challenges arose in selling 
finished products, however, primarily for producers of 
plywood, other wood-based panels and furniture. The 
production of furniture and wood-based panels dropped 
by 40-50% in the Russian Federation during a COVID-19 
lockdown in April-May 2020. Several wood-based panel 
manufacturing plants shut down completely. Many 
enterprises used the downtime for preventive maintenance, 
which made the best of a bad situation and helped avoid 
additional employee layoffs. The net result was that forest 
product production, including panels, rebounded strongly in 
the last quarter of 2020, almost making up for the declines 
experienced in the second and third quarters.

A large shortage of particle board/laminated particle board, 
medium-density fibreboard (MDF), high-density fibreboard 
(HDF) and flooring materials occurred in the Russian market 
in the third quarter of 2020. According to WhatWood (2021e) 
estimates, the particle-board shortage amounted to 30,000-
40,000 m3 per month. The shutdown of several producers for 
reasons unrelated to the pandemic also contributed to the 
shortage, causing prices to roughly double in August.

The increased demand for wood-based panels was the result 
of two factors: seasonal demand, and demand unique to 
2020. Typically, demand for wood-based panels, furniture and 

decorative elements increases at the end of the construction 
season and on the commissioning of housing towards the end 
of each year. Atypically, in 2020, there was pent-up demand 
for wood-based panels in the furniture sector stemming from 
earlier pandemic restrictions as well as unused disposable 
household income that was not spent on travel or purchases 
(stifled by pandemic measures). Many households used their 
unspent funds for home improvements and repairs and to 
purchase furniture. Significant pressure on the panels market 
was also caused by the closure of some wood-based panel 
plants, limiting supply and driving prices up.

Apparent consumption decreased in the EECCA in 2020 for 
both structural panels (down by 8.6%, to 3.5 million m3) and 
non-structural panels (down by 6.7%, to 15.4  million  m3) 
(graphs 4.4 and 4.5). The apparent consumption of all 
wood-based panels fell by 6.7% in the EECCA in 2020, to 
19.0  million  m3. The production of wood-based panels 
decreased by 3.4% in EECCA, to 23.4 million m3, and decreased 
by 1.0% in the Russian Federation, to 17.4 million m3.

The trade volume of wood-based panels grew in the EECCA 
for three consecutive years (2016–2018), driven mainly by 
trade developments in the Russian Federation; this growth 
plateaued in 2019 but resumed in 2020 (graphs 4.4 and 4.5). 
Russian imports of structural wood-based panels increased 
in 2020 (plywood by 60%, to 120,000 m3, and OSB by 43%, 
to 351,000 m3); imports of non-structural panels also grew 
(particle board by 25%, to 299,000 m3, and fibreboard by 7%, to 
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GRAPH 4.4

EECCA: Structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: FAOSTAT, 2021.

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : FAOSTAT, 2021.
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GRAPH 4.5

EECCA: Non-structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: FAOSTAT, 2021.
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Source: FAOSTAT, 2021.

460,000 m3). Russian exports increased for most wood-based 
panel products: OSB exports grew by 30.0% (to 362,390 m3), 
fibreboard exports were up by 3.6% (to 1.24  million m3), 
and plywood exports rose by 5.7% (to 2.90  million m3) 
(WhatWood, 2021f ). In contrast, particle-board exports fell 
by 12.1%, to 1.74 million m3. The unit value of traded panels 
decreased for all panel products in 2020, with the exception 
of non-structural panel imports, for which unit prices were 
flat (graph 4.6).

There was a particularly sharp surge in prices for wood-based 
panels in the Russian Federation in the third quarter of 2020. 
Retail prices for particle board increased by at least 88% 
between July 2020 and May 2021, MDF prices grew by 83%, 
laminated MDF prices rose by 55%, HDF prices leapt by 95%, 
OSB prices soared by 145% and plywood prices were up by 
71% (WhatWood, 2021f ). The main peak in prices occurred 
in May-June 2021, after which they were flat or even began 
to decline.

North America

Although the apparent consumption of wood-based panels 
declined by 3.3% in North America in 2020, a combination of 
rapidly rising prices and United States trade actions caused 
the total value of North American wood-based panel exports 
to increase by 18.9%. Total wood-based panel production 
in North America fell by 3.5% in 2020, to 45.5  million m3 
(graphs  4.7 and 4.8). Production capacity in the North 
American structural panel industry increased by 0.3% and 
the utilization rate decreased from 75.3% in 2019 to 74.5% in 
2020 (APA, 2021a).

The consumption of structural wood-based panels increased 
overall by 1.1% in North America in 2020 (graph 4.7), with 
demand rising for OSB by 2.6% and falling for plywood by 
0.7% (graph 4.8). 

Trends in the consumption of wood-based structural 
panels were mixed across the four major end-use markets – 
consumption was up by 5.5% in the residential construction 
market and by 2.5% in the remodelling market but down 
by 13.2% in the industrial market and by 1.1% in the non-
residential market (APA, 2021b).

North American consumption of non-structural panels 
(particle board and MDF) fell by 5.9% in 2020, with MDF 
dropping by 8.9% and particle board down by 5.2%. With 
North American housing starts projected to rise again as the 
two countries emerge from pandemic-related lockdowns, the 
production of non-structural wood-based panels is expected 
to increase by 11% in 2021 (CPA, 2021a).

The value of North American imports of wood-based panels 
was up sharply (+13.9%) in 2020, to $6.6 billion. The value of 
imports to the United States rose by 16.6%, with the exception 

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : FAOSTAT, 2021.

La consommation apparente de panneaux à base de bois 
a diminué de 3,3 % en Amérique du Nord en 2020, malgré 
une reprise des mises en chantier et des activités de rénova-
tion aux États-Unis. La capacité de production a légèrement 
augmenté (de 0,3 %) dans l’industrie nord-américaine des 

panneaux structuraux en 2020, bien que l’utilisation des 
capacités ait diminué, passant de 75,3 % en 2019 à 74,5 % 
en 2020. Les impacts de la pandémie sur les chaînes d’ap-
provisionnement, associés à une forte demande, ont fait grim-
per les prix des panneaux structuraux à des niveaux records.

Amérique du Nord : production, commerce et 
consommation de panneaux structurels, 2016-2020
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GRAPH 4.7

North America: Structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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GRAPH 4.8

North America: Non-structural panels production, trade 
and consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

of particle board, which fell by 12.0%. In Canada, the value of 
panel imports was flat (0.9%) in 2020; imports rose for particle 
board (+9.8%) and were steady for OSB (+0.7%).

The value of wood-based panel exports from North America 
jumped by 18.9% in 2020, to $3.3 billion, with Canada 
accounting for 81.6% of the total. The value of exports 
from North America (including trade between Canada and 
the United States) leapt by 51% for OSB but fell by 3.0% for 
plywood, by 5.3% for fibreboard and by 11.5% for particle 
board.

North American production capacity for non-structural 
panels fell by 3% in 2020, to about 15.6 million m3, with most 
of the decrease occurring in Canada. The capacity utilization 
rate decreased in the particle-board subsector from 67% in 
2019 to 61% in 2020; it also fell in the MDF subsector, from 
78.4% in 2019 to 76.4% in 2020 (CPA, 2021b).

Strong demand for wood-based panels, coupled with 
COVID-19-related supply constraints, led to unprecedented 
price increases through 2020 and the first half of 2021. By 
the middle of 2021, prices had leapt for western plywood 
(+417%,) southern plywood (377%) and OSB (455%); particle 
board (+21%) and MDF (+23%) registered smaller price hikes 
(Random Lengths, 2021b). These trends are clearly visible in 
the price data and declared unit prices of traded structural 
and non-structural panels (graphs 4.9 and 4.10).

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

Amérique du Nord : production, commerce et 
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North America: Structural panels production, trade and 
consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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GRAPH 4.8

North America: Non-structural panels production, trade 
and consumption, 2016-2020

Note: Exports are shown as negative numbers.

Source: UNECE/FAO database, 2021.
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of particle board, which fell by 12.0%. In Canada, the value of 
panel imports was flat (0.9%) in 2020; imports rose for particle 
board (+9.8%) and were steady for OSB (+0.7%).

The value of wood-based panel exports from North America 
jumped by 18.9% in 2020, to $3.3 billion, with Canada 
accounting for 81.6% of the total. The value of exports 
from North America (including trade between Canada and 
the United States) leapt by 51% for OSB but fell by 3.0% for 
plywood, by 5.3% for fibreboard and by 11.5% for particle 
board.

North American production capacity for non-structural 
panels fell by 3% in 2020, to about 15.6 million m3, with most 
of the decrease occurring in Canada. The capacity utilization 
rate decreased in the particle-board subsector from 67% in 
2019 to 61% in 2020; it also fell in the MDF subsector, from 
78.4% in 2019 to 76.4% in 2020 (CPA, 2021b).

Strong demand for wood-based panels, coupled with 
COVID-19-related supply constraints, led to unprecedented 
price increases through 2020 and the first half of 2021. By 
the middle of 2021, prices had leapt for western plywood 
(+417%,) southern plywood (377%) and OSB (455%); particle 
board (+21%) and MDF (+23%) registered smaller price hikes 
(Random Lengths, 2021b). These trends are clearly visible in 
the price data and declared unit prices of traded structural 
and non-structural panels (graphs 4.9 and 4.10).

Note : Les exports sont indiqués en chiffres négatifs. 
Source : UNECE/FAO database, 2021.

Les importations de contreplaqué tropical par le Japon, le 
plus grand importateur mondial de ce produit, ont diminué en 
volume de 29 % en 2020, tandis que la part du contreplaqué 
national a augmenté pour atteindre 67 % de la consom-
mation totale de contreplaqué. Contrairement à d’autres 
grands exportateurs (Chine, Indonésie et Malaisie), le volume 
des exportations de contreplaqué tropical du Viêt Nam a 
augmenté de manière significative (de 32 %) en 2020 en 
réponse à la croissance de la demande aux États-Unis, le 
principal marché. …
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Marché des produits à forte valeur ajoutée 

Les produits du bois à valeur ajoutée sont ceux issus de la 
seconde voir de la troisième transformation du bois et des-
tinés à des usages tant structuraux que d’aménagements : 
menuiserie, charpente, bois d’ingénierie...
La demande est liée à des facteurs tels que la croissance 
économique, le logement et la construction, la mode et le 
design, et la démographie.

Importations de meubles en bois, cinq premiers pays 
importateurs, 2016-2020
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Source: UN Comtrade, 2021.

GRAPH 7.1

Wooden furniture imports, top five importing countries, 
2016-2020
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TABLE 7.1

Value of wooden furniture imports, and market share of supplying regions, top five importing countries, 2019-2020

United States Germany France United Kingdom Japan

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020

Total value of imports ($ billion) 20.7 21.2 5.2 5.4 4.1 3.6 3.8 3.6 2.3 2.3

Origin (%)

Asia 77.2 79.1 18.5 20.0 55.0 56.8 25.2 22.2 93.1 93.9

Europe 9.3 8.3 80.0 78.4 38.3 36.4 73.1 76.9 6.4 5.6

North America 7.2 6.0 0.1 0.1 3.5 3.6 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4

Latin America 6.3 6.7 0.3 0.3 2.0 1.9 0.8 0.7 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.4 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0

Furniture

The furniture sector is a global industry, with specialized 
sourcing, design, manufacturing, sales and logistics, and it is 
also a significant consumer of wood raw material. Wooden 
furniture is classified here as part of value-added wood 
products, a term used synonymously with secondary wood 
products (i.e. primary products that have been reprocessed 
into new products with added value).

The furniture sector had a challenging year in 2020, with 
the pandemic hitting both demand and supply. The office-
furniture segment was the clear loser, with stay-at-home 
orders reducing the demand for office-furniture. Many 
workers have had the opportunity to focus on home and 
comfort and to adapt their spaces to the needs of working 
from home.  Even if this becomes a more permanent 
phenomenon, however, it is unlikely to lead to significant 
spending on office furniture. Most urban people do not have 
dedicated workspaces at home or, if they do, the space is 
relatively small. Moreover, teleworkers often need to furnish 
their workspaces at their own cost, and those companies and 
people with dedicated budgets for home offices often turn 
to standard office furniture. The impacts on office spaces and 
demand for office furniture is expected to unfold in three 
phases: the adoption of urgent solutions in the emergency; 
medium-term solutions; and long-term changes in office and 
public spaces. This will likely lead to a reduction in the total 
required office space as more people work remotely at least 
part of the time.

Worldwide, the consumption of furniture contracted by 10% 
($40 billion) in 2020, to about $400 billion. Nevertheless, 
growth in furniture production and trade is expected to 

resume in 2021, with pre-pandemic import levels likely to be 
attained in 2022 (CSIL Milano, 2021). The top five countries 
for wood-furniture imports accounted for about $36 billion of 
global imports in 2020, albeit with varying trends (graph 7.1 
and table 7.1).

A rebound in furniture consumption will depend on 
economic stimulus packages and the extent of new 
housing construction. More than 50% of global furniture 
manufacturing takes place in Asia – mainly China and Viet 
Nam, which lack abundant high-quality domestic hardwood 

Source : UN Comtrade, 2021.

Importations de menuiserie et de charpenterie de 
bâtiment, cinq premiers pays importateurs, 2016-2020
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TABLE 7.3

Value of profiled-wood imports, and market share of supplying regions, top five importing countries, 2019-2020

Source: UN Comtrade, 2020

United States Germany France United Kingdom Japan

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020

Total value of imports ($ billion) 1.3 1.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2

Origin (%)

Asia 27.4 23.2 19.3 15.8 42.6 45.7 8.1 6.1 76.1 75.6

Europe 4.4 3.4 71.2 75.5 51.6 50.0 54.3 59.2 7.2 8.2

North America 8.2 8.9 0.6 0.5 2.1 1.4 0.9 0.6 8.9 8.5

Latin America 58.4 62.4 5.0 3.0 2.0 1.5 34.3 30.4 5.5 6.0

Other 1.6 2.1 4.0 5.1 1.8 1.5 2.4 3.8 2.2 1.6

Source: UN Comtrade, 2021.
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TABLE 7.3

Value of profiled-wood imports, and market share of supplying regions, top five importing countries, 2019-2020

Source: UN Comtrade, 2020
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Origin (%)

Asia 27.4 23.2 19.3 15.8 42.6 45.7 8.1 6.1 76.1 75.6

Europe 4.4 3.4 71.2 75.5 51.6 50.0 54.3 59.2 7.2 8.2

North America 8.2 8.9 0.6 0.5 2.1 1.4 0.9 0.6 8.9 8.5

Latin America 58.4 62.4 5.0 3.0 2.0 1.5 34.3 30.4 5.5 6.0

Other 1.6 2.1 4.0 5.1 1.8 1.5 2.4 3.8 2.2 1.6

Source: UN Comtrade, 2021.
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Les menuiseries de bâtiment et charpenterie comprennent 
un large éventail de produits en bois, notamment des portes 
et des fenêtres en bois, des planchers en bois préassemblés, 
des poteaux et des poutres, ainsi que des parements inté-
rieurs et extérieurs. Les bois profilés et les produits en bois 
d’ingénierie comprennent les poutres en I, le bois de sciage 
assemblé par entures multiples, le bois lamellé-collé (bois 
de sciage collé en poutres), le bois de placage lamellé (LVL) 
et les panneaux de bois massifs, y compris le bois lamellé 
croisé (CLT). Le bois profilé est le bois mis en forme par des 
machines, comme les moulures, les rainures et languettes 
et les bardages.

La pandémie de COVID-19 a eu un impact surprenant sur la 
demande de produits en bois à valeur ajoutée, les gens ayant 
soudainement plus de temps pour des projets de bricolage. 
Au départ, cela s’est traduit par une demande de lames de 
terrasse et de lambourdes, puis elle s’est transformée en 
projets d’agrandissement des maisons, ce qui a stimulé la 
demande de produits de rénovation tels que les cadres de 
fenêtres et de portes, les moulures et divers produits en bois.

Les travaux d’amélioration et de rénovation des logements 
par leur propriétaire restent dynamiques aux États-Unis en 
2021 et en 2022. …
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The top five markets for profiled wood are the same as those 
for BJC, and market trends were similar in 2020. Export markets 
for profiled wood are highly concentrated, with imports by 
the top five importing countries accounting for more than 
half the global trade, and these returned mixed results in 
2020 (graph 7.3 and table 7.3). Consumer preference in the 
BJC and profiled-wood sector is evolving towards materials 
with easy maintenance, sharp, crisp lines and long durability. 
This means that natural (solid) wood is tending to lose market 
share to MDF, plastics, EWPs and cement-based products. 
Finger-jointed pine and clear mouldings are being replaced 
even in the highest-end projects with MDF-based products, 
with board and finish quality improving significantly in recent 
years.

The market outlook for BJC products in North America is 
positive due to continued investment by homeowners in 
the upkeep and improvement of their houses, thanks largely 
to financial boosts from federal stimulus payments in both 
Canada and the United States and a strong appreciation in 
house prices. The Leading Indicator of Remodeling Activity 
predicts that growth in improvements and repairs of owner-
occupied homes will remain solid in the United States 
through 2021 and into 2022, with 4.8% growth by the first 
quarter of 2022, year-on-year. Even though the recent 
surge in do-it-yourself activity is slackening as economies 
open up, homeowners are undertaking larger discretionary 
renovations that had been deferred earlier in the pandemic 
(Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies, 2021b).

Engineered wood products

� GLULAM TIMBER
Information on glulam production and consumption is 
scattered; it is unavailable in a standardized format for Europe 
and the EECCA, and therefore no totals for production or 
consumption can be provided for those two subregions 
nor for the UNECE region as a whole. The availability of data 
on the trade of EWPs is expected to improve significantly in 
2022 with the introduction of the new trade classifications 
of glulam (4418.81), CLT (4418.82) and I-beams (4418.83) in 
the global commodities classification system of the World 
Customs Organization (WCO, 2019).

Austria is the world’s biggest glulam producer; production 
there was estimated at 1.59 million m³ in 2020 and is forecast to 
reach 1.68 million m³ in 2021. Output in Germany, the second-
biggest glulam producer, was estimated at 1.32 million m³ in 
2020 and is forecast to total 1.37 million m³ in 2021. Significant 
increases in production capacity are planned in both countries 
(Timber online, 2021b).

Japan is traditionally an import-dependent market for glulam 
and a main destination for this product from the UNECE 

region. Japan’s glulam imports increased by 15.4% in 2020, to 
398,000 m3, with Finland (238,000 m3), Romania (61,700 m3) 
and Estonia (50,400 m3) the top three suppliers (Ministry 
of Finance of Japan, 2021). European countries imported 
35,000 m3 of glulam in 2020, a decrease of about 40% over 
2019 (Eurostat, 2021).

The overall production of glulam in North America declined 
from 750,000 m3 in 2006 to 285,000 m3 in 2009 but then 
grew consistently and significantly between 2010 and 2019. 
Production declined by 3.6% in 2020, the first contraction for 
a decade. The outlook is positive, however, and production is 
expected to reach 483,000 m3 in 2021 (table 7.4).

� LAMINATED VENEER LUMBER
LVL is produced and consumed in Europe, but data and 
market intelligence for that subregion were unavailable for 
this report. The status of LVL manufacture and markets in the 
EECCA is also unknown.

In North America, most LVL is ultimately used in new-home 
construction. In 2021, 71% of the volume is forecast to be 
used for beams and headers, rim boards and like applications 
and the balance for I-joist flanges. Rim boards are used on 

TABLE 7.4

Glulam production and consumption, North America, 
2019-2021

Note: f = forecast; 1 m³ = 650 board feet; Canadian imports are assumed 
to be minimal.

Source: APA, 2021a.

2019 2020 2021(f)
Variation 

2019-2020

(1,000 m3)  (%) 

États-Unis

Production 431 414 448 -3.9

Total 
consommation 435 419 452 -3.9

Résidentiel 263 257 300 -2.3

Non-résidentiel 155 146 135 -5.9

Industriel, 
autres 17 15 17 -3.9

Variation 
des stocks -5 -5 -5

Canada

Production 35 35 35

Amérique du Nord,
production totale 466 449 483 -3.6

Note : f = forecast ; 1 m³ = 650 board feet ; Canadian imports are 
assumed to be minimal. 
Source : APA, 2021a.

Le segment du mobilier de bureau a été un perdant évident 
de la pandémie. D’un autre côté, ces commandes ont signi-
fié que les travailleurs se sont concentrés sur leur domicile 
et leur confort, et beaucoup ont adapté leurs espaces aux 
besoins du travail à domicile. Cela aura probablement des 
effets à plus long terme sur la conception et l’utilisation de 
l’espace de travail dans les bureaux, et pourrait conduire 
à une réduction de l’espace total requis, étant donné que 
davantage de personnes travaillent à distance au moins une 
partie du temps.

La construction en bois a été stimulée par l’introduction du 
CLT, en particulier sur les marchés où la part de la construc-
tion en bois est plus faible. La capacité de production mon-
diale de CLT a été estimée à 2,8 millions de m3 en 2020 et 
la production réelle a probablement dépassé les 2 millions 
de m3. La capacité continue de s’accroître rapidement et 
pourrait atteindre 4 millions de m3 en 2025.

Estimation de la capacité de production de CLT pour les 
fabricants nord-américains, 2020
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expansions of capacity (+650,000 m3) are expected in 2021 
and 2022 (Timber online, 2021c).

The production of CLT is set to extend to other countries in 
Europe, with large new lines to begin operation. The reported 
current capacity of 227,000 m3 is expected to increase to 
462,000 m3 in 2022.

Two CLT plants are being built or are in the testing phase in 
the Russian Federation and Ukraine (Ledinek, 2021a; 2021b).

Various products categorized as mass timber products are in 
production in North America. In 2018, ten CLT-manufacturing 
plants were reportedly in operation (five each in Canada 
and the United States), with a combined annual production 
capacity of about 400,000 m3 (Beck Group, 2018). In early 
2021, 15 plants were producing mass timber panels in North 
America, with a further three under construction and three 
more announced. The current practical capacity of these 
plants is 1.7 million m3, but the majority (slightly over half ) 
of this production continues to be aimed at non-structural 
applications, mainly industrial matting (platforms for 
equipment to work on in muddy or environmentally sensitive 
areas). Thus, the practical capacity of CLT production for 
structural application for use in buildings in North America 
was about 439,000 m3 in 2019, and this is expected to 
increase by another 62,000 m3 in 2021, excluding proposed 
new plants (Beck Group, 2020, 2021). Table 7.6 provides an 
estimate of actual CLT capacities for structural applications in 
2020.

Entreprise Localisation
Estimation de la capacité

de production de CLT 
(1.000 m3)

DR Johnson 
Wood 
Innovations

Oregon, États-Unis 280

Element 5
Ontario & Quebec, 
Canada

50

Freres Oregon, États-Unis 96

Kalesnikoff
Colombie britannique, 
Canada

50

Katerra
Washington, 
États-Unis 185

LEAF Engineered 
Wood Products

Ontario, Canada …

Nordic 
Structures

Quebec, Canada 80

Smartlam North 
America

Montana & Alabama, 
États-Unis 70

Sterling 
Solutions

Illinois & Texas, 
États-Unis …

StructureCraft
Colombie britannique, 
Canada

…

Structurlam
Colombie britannique, 
Canada

70

Texas CLT Arkansas, États-Unis …

Vaagen Timber
Washington, 
États-Unis 25

TABLE 7.6

Estimated CLT production capacity for structural 
applications of North American manufacturers, 2020

Sources: Beck Group, 2020; Brandt et al., 2021; Forest Business Network, 
2020; Katerra, 2020.

Sources : Beck Group, 2020 ; Brandt et al., 2021 ; Forest Business Network,  
2020 ; Katerra, 2020.

Ensemble, l’Autriche, la République tchèque, l’Allemagne, 
l’Italie et la Suisse auraient produit un peu plus de 1 million 
de m3 de CLT en 2020, soit une augmentation de 15 % par 
rapport à 2019. La croissance devrait se poursuivre dans 
ces pays à un rythme similaire, voire légèrement supérieur, 
en 2021. Ces cinq pays représentent plus de la moitié de 
la production mondiale de CLT et leur capacité devrait aug-
menter de 650 000 m3 entre 2021 et 2022.

Pour plus d’informations : www.unece.org

Pour toute question complémentaire sur l’évolution
des Marchés Internationaux, n’hésitez pas à contacter Alessandra NEGRI,

Responsable marchés et RSE à LCB :
Tél. + 33 (0) 1 43 94 73 50 - a.negri@lecommercedubois.fr

11

MARCHÉS INTERNATIONAUX

https://unece.org/
https://www.lecommercedubois.org/
mailto:a.negri%40lecommercedubois.fr?subject=

